What causes lymphocyte hyporesponsiveness during filarial nematode infection?
Filarial nematodes persist in the parasitized host by modulating immune responsiveness. A feature of this that has been observed in a multitude of studies dating back several decades is an inability of lymphocytes to respond appropriately to filarial nematode antigens and, in some cases, to other stimuli. The consistency of this observation, allied to the ease of measurement of lymphocyte hyporesponsiveness, has resulted in many attempts to understand its cause.